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                                 KEEPING IN TOUCH 
WELCOME! We welcome all visitors with us today, and pray your time with us will be a blessed one. 

 

Kirwan’s Mission Statement 
To be a people of God led by the Holy Spirit to practise and spread the love of Jesus Christ in the 

world 

13th December, 2020  Advent 3 Sunday 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Richard’s Ramble 

You’ve probably heard the term, Service 

of Closure, in the Uniting Church context. 

It doesn’t relate to catharsis for a 

traumatic experience – although it might, 

for some unfortunate people! It’s merely a 

church liturgy to mark the end of a 

ministry placement, the counterpoint to 

the original induction or commissioning. 

When I left the Wesley Hospital, the then 

General Manager (now CEO of the Mater, 

Townsville, small world) said that I was 

“Always singing or humming”. My 

chaplain colleagues, particularly our 

catholic chaplain with whom I shared an 

office, concurred. So did some of the 

nurse managers. I’m not sure that it was 

always a fond memory, it must have got 

on their nerves sometimes. But here’s the 

thing: I didn’t know that I was doing it. 

Fast forward to the past couple of weeks. 

Among the new sounds in my implanted 

left ear (“Oh no, he’s not still going on 

about his cochlear implant!”) has been a 

low humming. I identified it a few days  

 

ago – it’s me, humming to myself. I was 

mortified, wondering whether I did it in 

Coles or the Post Office. 

Straight after St Paul has told the Ephesian 

Christians (chapter 5) that they shouldn’t 

overdo the Pinot Noir, he encourages them 

that, instead, they should “be filled with 

the Spirit, speaking to one another with 

psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. 

Sing and make music from your heart to 

the Lord …” There ya go, I’m following 

an apostolic injunction. And at my age, I 

doubt that I’ll stop the habit. Although I 

might check that I’m not in a Post Office 

queue. Because, “… always giving thanks 

to God the Father for everything, in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
I acknowledge that my life has been 

undeservedly smooth compared to many 

other folk’s, that there are times, even 

whole lives, when an archangel wouldn’t 

be able to bring her/himself to give thanks. 

But I have found that the more I give 

thanks, the more there seems to be to give 

thanks for. And if you want to sing along 

with yourself to help the process, go for it. 

Perhaps not in Coles. 

Service Time:  8.30am Communion 

Preacher: Richard Lance  

Reader: Sheila V P 

Service Time: 10.00am Communion 

Preacher: Richard Lance 

Reader: Sally Sands 

 

 

 
                       

 

This Week’s Calendar 
Mon 14th:      7.30 pm:  COM 

Tues 15th         9.30 am Craft Cards & Chitchat 

Thurs 17th:    5.30pm Music Practice 
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Service Time Change 

At last – we can go back to our  

single 9am service on Sunday 20th 

December, and continue to 

worship at 9am each Sunday next 

year unless something changes. 

 

We are now permitted to have up to 83 

people in church, as long as we maintain 

1.5 metres social distance, disinfect hands 

(and all chairs after the service), sign in on 

the contact list, and maintain the same 

rules for morning tea which we already 

practise. Members of the same families 

and extended families, and people who 

travel to church in the same car, may all 

sit closer together, but please keep one and 

a half metres between your group and the 

next person.  
================================= 

 

Evening Service 

The December Evening Service will be 

held on Sunday 13th December at 5.00pm 

We will meet a bit earlier than usual in the 

covered area for a sausage sizzle first. 

Followed by ‘Outside Christmas’ church 

also in the covered area. Bring your 

friends and family along. 

We will celebrate communion together as 

usual. 

Could you let Peter or Annette know if 

you are coming so we have enough 

sausages. 

 

 

Pastoral Care in 2021 

Our pastoral care team in its current 

format won’t be continuing in 2021, and 

we’re considering how best to serve the 

pastoral needs of our wonderful church 

family.  If care and prayer are a big part of 

who you are on a daily basis, you might be 

just the person we are looking for.  Have a 

conversation with Richard or one of the 

Elders and let’s see if we can figure out 

what God might have planned for you for 

next year. 
================================= 

Christmas Services 

We are hosting 2 services this year in 

order to safely accommodate the 

anticipated increase in numbers for such a 

special celebration – one at  

7.30pm Christmas Eve and the other at 

8.00am Christmas Day.  To help with 

our Covid-preparedness, would you kindly 

indicate your intention regarding your 

attendance (or non-attendance) at our 

Christmas Services?  A simple note on the 

appropriate register to indicate which of 

our two services you plan to attend is 

sufficient - and any additional numbers 

who might be attending with you – names 

are not required at this stage – just 

numbers. 
================================= 

RECYCLING SUSPENDED 

Many thanks for saving lids, ring pulls and 

tea tags.   

We’ll let you know if and when we’ll be 

collecting these again. 

POSTAGE STAMPS are still being 

collected. 
================================= 

Stable on the Streets 
 Kirwan UC – you are STARS! 

Thanks for bringing stars.  They are 

up and shining from the front church 

alcove. 

 KUC’s SOTS signs are up next to the 

cross – make sure you drop in some 

nights and have a look. Pause to thank 

God for the birth of Jesus.  

Roster for 20th December, 2020   9.00am    

Preacher: Richard Lance 

Reader:   Wayne Paul 

Greeter:  Annette Ireland 

Announcements: David B-T 

Offering:   Heather Read & Trevor Nuss  

Morning Tea :  Susan Burton & Anne B-T 

Flowers:  Narelle Harrison 


